( 1.) 


—_ _ _ W 2 Y 
a 8 


1 * 
f — * — 
| " 7 * 
* 4 - — 


IN INFORMATION. 


+. G o nw” 
Mr. Robert Benner” 


DEAN of FACULTY, 

4 de 

The other A DVOC AT ES Complained 

upon at the inſtance of Her 1 
Advocate. 


<4. 


Er Majeſty ET in his Complaints 

Charge the ſaid Dean and other Advocats for 

©:ſuming to themſelves; the Name of the 

. © Faculty of Advocates (albeit a very ſmall part bf 

© chem) and preſuming, contrary to Law, and particu- 
© larly; the AK of Par iament 6 Par 8 Cap. 13x and 
Charles 2d Par. firſt Cap. 4. to Treat, Reaſon and Vote 
© upon a Paper called Am Addreſs, and Matters of State; 
* and that without regard to the preſent Meeting of Par- 
liament; and eſpecially to put, and vote upon, the Que- 
© ſtion, whether the Dean of Faculty ſheuld Sign the 
* foreſaid Paper in name and behalf of the Faculty? 
And carried it in the Affirmative. Likeas, the Dean of 
WO ene the —_ albeit he had no better 
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cer 


(2) 

Warrant, and that the ſaid Paper was Diſſented from 

© and proteſted againſt by ſeveral Advocates, and that 
no leſs than Seventy Advocates ( beſides Abſents ). 
did compear'before the Committee, and declared they 

I gave no Warrant: So that the Dean of Faculty was 
| either expreſly Diſow ned, or openly deſerted : And 
itt the Perſons Complained upon, did Refuſe to give 
* Anſwer, upon this expreſs Reaſon, firſt. given by Sir 

© Patrick, Fame, and then by the reft, That they were 
not obliged to- Anſwer what. the Paper contained, or 
whether they gave Warrant or not, ſeeing it might 

© import a Crime: And ſo precipitant were the ſaids Per- 

* ſons, that they neither kept prineipal nor copy, nor 
made any Record of What was Sign'd, whereby it 
might happen, that the Dean of Faculty, and a few 
Number Aſſociating with him, might at their pleaſure 

© engage the whole Faculty, and abuſe all Men, as if 
the whole Faculty were conſenting to, and Combine- 
ing in the worſt of things. And further, the ſaid 
Perſons when required to declare, in the Exhibition of 

- <the: Paper, moſt of them refuſed the having a Copy; 
and Sir John Er abine being required to-Depone before 
the Committee, refuſed ſo to do, and thereupon ought 
to be holden as confeſt. From all which it is mani- 
- feſt, that the foreſaid Meeting was a Surprize to ingage 
/-* the Faculty without any Warrant, that they Treated 
and Voted in Matters of State wholly without their 
line: And ſo had no Authority to Vote as a Faculty in 
the ſaid matter; and that they were only a pack't 
Meel ing, for a Deſign prohibited by Law ; And that 

- *the Concurrers. were not Twenty for Seventy that 
. © *diſfowned, beſides the Abſents; And that it was a moſt 
Aahuſive Practice, to ingage the Faculty, whereby there 
might be the worſt of Conſequences; And that the 
Dean of Faculty had no Warrand for what he 1 
* = - ne, 
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done, ſrom the Faculty, nor even from thoſe whom he 
gives up for Authors and Concurrents. And thete- 
«Bro the-ſaids Perſons being guilty Art and Part of the 
«© foreſaid Preſumptuous Contravention, and the other 
Diſorders and Abuſes abovementioned, -ought accord - 
ing to their reſpective Acceſſions, be Cenſured and Fu- 
niſhed, as Her Majeſty's 1 Commiſſioner, and the 
< Eſtates of Parliament ſhall ee Cauſe. i 
To which it is anſwered for the Advocats, ( Denying 
the whole Libel and Qualifications thereof) That Re: | 
far as the Complaint is founded upon the Acts of Parli- 
ament, the ſame is no ways relevant: For it is plain, 
Firſt, That theſe Acts do concern Convocations and 
Meetings of the Subjects in no legal Character, other« 
wiſe theſe Acts of Parliament might be ed to all 
Societies and Incorporations within the Nation: But it 
being uncontroverted, that the Advocats are à Society, 
which hath certain Powers and Priviledges, and has al- 
ways been in uſe to meet as a Faculty, their laſt Meet - 
ing can never be underſtood as contrary to the Acts 


of Parliament, no more than any former Meeting: And 
it is certain, that theſe Acts do not concern ing 
of Societies and Faculties. 240. It is not every Meeting 


of the Subjects that is condemned by theſe Ads, but 
ſuch as are deſign'd of purpoſe to diſturb the Quiet and 
Peace of the Country, and wherein Matters of State 
are Treated, Concluded aud Determined, Which are the 
Words of the At K. Ja. 66%. Ratiſied by the firſt Par. 
liament K. Ch. 2d. But if there be any Number of 
Perſons aſſembled together, that do not enter into Combi 
nations, and treat of, and determine in State Matters, but 
do only make uſe ofa Right and Priviledge ing to the 
Subje As in general, and every Subject in KheUfe 
and — of this Priviledge in a Meeting, can never 
make it — —_— eee o 

iv ing the Right and Privi does, by 
giving the Right an 255 


ſequence, give the Means, without which it cannot be 
_ rightly uſed and improved to good effeQ ; So that it is 
moſt evident, That the Subjects being to Addreſs and 
Petition Her Majeſty, their Meeting for that End is fo 
far from being unallowable,.or contrary to the ſaids 
Acts, That it is certainly the Natural Right of the Sub- 
je, and declared to be a Fundamental in our Claim of 
Right, in ſuch expreſs: Terms, That the Reſtraint of it, 
and all Proſecutions \upon that account, are declared to be 
comrary to Lam. And therefore the Complaint, taking 
notice of the Lean of Faculty and Advocates meeting 
to Conſult, Treat, and Vote upon a Paper, which the 
Complaint calls an Addreſs, does carry its Anſwer in 
its own Boſom, obvious to every Perſon; That as the 
Faculty are allowed to meet and aſſemble, fo they 
might (both from the Natural Right of the Subject, and 
Claim of Right) meet to Addreſs and Petition Her Ma- 
jeſty: And Petitioning is ſo far from determining in 
State Matters, as meaned by the Acts of Parliament, 
That the Acting nothing: but Petitioning plainly implies 
N the contrary. And the Name of a Supplicant does im- 
8 port, That he is A ting nothing, but deſirous that ſome- 
{ thing may be done in favours of himſelf or the Society, 
4 whereof he is a Member, by that Power, which has 
the ſole Right to act and determine in the Matters of 
the Supplication. Whereas theſe Convocations and 
| Meetings, to which the Acts of Parliament relate, were 
not in order to Petition, but to Act and Determine, and 
thereby to indanger the Peace and Quiet of the King- 
dom, which the Dean and other Advocats do abſolutly 
abhor and deteſt, and therefore did not expect their in- 
| nocent Meeting, and dutiful Petitioning, ſt ould be chal- 
{ - - Hlenged and proſecuted, that being the Natural Right 
of the Subject, declared by the Claim of Right, and an 
excellent Expedient for the Good of the Subject, for their 


4 


Relief and Redreſs of Grievances, if at any time they 
chance to be under ſuch : And whatever be the forced” 
Inferences in the Complaint, as it is conceived, yet it 
plainly reſolves in nothing elſe, than that the Faculty 
of Advocates met, and that they Voted and Approved 
of an Addreſs to be ſent to .Her Majeſty, For that of 
being a packt Meeting, and that it was not the Dee 
e of the Faculty, the Dean of Faculties not being ſuffi- 
ciently warranted, the Diffent of Seventy, the medling 
« with things without their Line, or in State Matters, 
« and without regard to the Parliaments fitting, the not 
keeping of Records of what was done, refuſing to 
© an{wer to the Queſtions put by the Committee, and 
and intheExhibition, or what was the Dean of Faculty 
Sir Patrick Hume, or Sir John Erskir's"particulat Con- 
cern, and ſome other things of the like Nature, ſhall be 
particularly cleared and anſwered: And theſe Imagina- 
ry Aggravations being taken off, it will be manifeſt, 
there was not the leaſt ground for a Complaint.” 
Secundo, Whereas it is Lybelled, That A Paper ar 
preſented in the Faculty touching frequent Meetings in Par. 
lament, and for 4 New Parliament, and other Matters of ' 
State, It is Anſwered, 1m, That a general and inde- 
finit Complaint of Treating of Matters of State, is no 
ways relevant, unleſs the particulars had been conde- © 
icended upon, That it might be known, if they were 
Matters of State, and in what manner Treated of- For 
if it was only by way of Petitioning and Addreſſing 
Her Majeſty, it is ſimply impoſhble this can be reckon- 
ed a Treating of Matters of State, ſo as to infer a 


Crime, otherways there ſhould never be any Petition © _ 


or Addreſs upon Grievances, © becauſe hardly theſe” can 
be touched, but indirectly, one way or other, they will 
fall within the Line or Compaſs of Matters of State, and 
lo the unvaluable Priviledge and Right of 9 | 

a * By : uld. 
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Thould be intirely. eluded, and be a meer Shadow-and: 
Appearance of Right, without the juſt Benefit or Uſe 
off it. And as to the Alledgeance, that the Addreſs touched 
bh | 24a Parliaments, and a New Parliament, the ſame 
is ikeways general and indefinit, not bearing the Words 
inferring the Alledgeance, and however not relevant, not 
being diſagreeable or inconſiſtent with the Laws of the 
Land, or the Claim of Right, and amounting at moſt but 
to Petitioning: And it cannot be ng but that the 
Addreſſing His Late Majeſty, upon the French King's 
-owning the pretended Prince of Wales, as King of His 
Majeſty's Dominions, by his Subjects in this Nation, 
was a great intereſting themſelves in Matters of State, 
yet being by , Addreſſing, was kindly accepted, and the 
Royal Thanks : And itis the known Objecti- 
on in Law againſt all Criminal Lybels, That they 
ought to be ſpecial and definit, other ways not to be re- 
ded. 2do, Medling with Matters of State is not 
ply Libelled, but with reſpect to a Paper, called an 
Addreſs, and therefore the Paper it ſelf ought to have 
been ſpecially narrated, and given out with the Lybel, 
other ways von canſtat de 5 9 And 78 g or 
laint mentioning in general only a Paper o re 
2 neyer infer a Crime, as is clear from what has been 


laid; 
Theſe, T being premiſed ; It is Anſwered to 
the particular — Exkay And, Firſt, to the Alled- 


geeance of a packt Meeting; That there are no Qualifi- 


cations. thereof libelled, nor can agy ſuch thing be pro- 
ven, it being certain there was no ſuch thing, for the 

Meeting of the Faculty was, in the ſame Way and 
Manner it uſeth to be, tuice publickly intimat in the 
Seſſion-houſe, oo ſitting of the Lords, and at the 
ordinary time; ſo that all might be preſent: Whereas 


the Notion of a Packt Meeting is where means are uſed 
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to. have Perſons, preſent Who are favourable. to" the 


Deſign, and the Oppoſers kept either Ignorant,” or Di- 
—— from the Meeting. But no ſuch practice can he 
pretended b Intimations being duly made, 
as ſaid is; and. likewiſe the neceſſary Buſineſs of . 
culty required the Meeting that Day, it being expected 
the Seſſion would be then Adjourned, PI accordingly 
fell out. And theComplaint it ſelf does a 4 
the Alledgeance of a packt Meeting, in acknowledging 
that the occaſion of the Facultys e tas Day, 
was for naming ſome of their Number to aſſiſt the Ma- 
giſtrates of Edinburgh i on their Stent, and by 
mentioning the Diſſent and roteſtation, of ſome: For 
if there had been any deſign of a packt Meeting, either 
the Contrivers have been ignorant of their Meaſures, or 
theſe might have been diverted, and others brought thi- 
ther * would have more favoured the pretended 
Project. enn aan e 
95 to what is Alledged That it was not a Deed of 
« the Faculty, and the Dean not ſufficiently warranted, 
* and the Diſſent of 70, and not Aan of Records 
&« of what was done. It is Anjwered; That it was as va- 
lid and unqueſtionable a Deed of the Faculty, as an 
Act or Deed that ever paſt among them, being mad. 
after the ſame Way, in the ſame Form, and with the 
ſame Solemnities, as all their other Ads: For it was 
brought in and voted in the preſence of a rear Num- 
ber far exceeding a Quorum, the plurality wherof makes 
the Deed of the Faculty, not only according to the Uſe: 
and Cuſtom of the Faculty of Advocates, but of all other 
Societies of the Nation: And when a Qusram of the 
Faculty is preſent (as in this Caſe there were many 
more) what the plurality, thereof agrees to, is an Act 
of the Faculty, which neceſſarly obliges the Dean to Sign 
it as ſuch, and there can be no more . 
ere 


ord an Anſwer to | 
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there be a greater or leſſer number of the Faculty, ik 
the number meeting make a 1 And altho? it might | 


he ſaid, That any thing of Importance did require a 


more frequent Meeting; yet that is only an Objecti- 
_ conof Caution, but ihil ad jus: And it is notour, there 


ate ſew of the Meetings of the Faculty more frequent, 
Where Attendance is but Voluntar ; nor could that Meet- 
ting be delayed, becauſe of the Adjournment of the Seſ- 
fon, as is already remarked: So that it plainly appears 
to be a moſt Formal Act of the Faculty, ro which the 
Dean was LI egally Authorized, as in other Matters. 
And as to the Alledgance of 70 diſſenting; It is ſtrange 
this ſhould be obtruded in the Complaint, ſeeing t 
Diſſenters, who are known, are very few, and the reſt 
were abſent, who can neither be ſaid to have Aſſented 
or Diſſented: And there can be no preſuming upon the 
Judgment of Abſents, unleſs a New meeting were call'd 
for knowing the ſame ; and the reaſon of their Abſence 
is known, many not being, preſent at the Intimation, the 


_ of Adjoyrning the Seſſion occaſioning little buſi- 


s, and conſequently the Advocates not atrending the 
Houſe, and then a Cuſtomary Neglect of exact keeping 
the Meetings, the Intimations being ordinarily made in 
the general, without expreſſing the ſpecial Buſineſs. And 

as to the not keeping of Records: It is Anſwered, That the 


Minutes were drawn, ſigned and kept, according to 


uſe in ſuch Caſes. - 
As to other Circumſtances alledged, to wit, * That 
the Faculty of Advocates being no Court of Judge 
ment, nor ſo much as a Society Incorporated, by any 
«Deed or Charter, did intereſt themſelves in Matters of 
«State and Things without their L ine ; and that with- 
out regard to the preſent Meeting of Parliament. I: 
#5 Anſwered, The Faculty of Advocates would be very 
Joath, tomedle with Things without their Line; and 


it 


* 
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ic were very ſtrange, if they ſhould Le guilty of any ſuch 
Diſorderly or Illegal practiſe, ſeeing as their Education, 
Profeſſion, and Chara er makes them underſtand what 
is Law : So the conſtant courſe of a moſt Dutiful and 
Loyal behaviour, ſhews the) never inclined to go 
beyond the bounds of Law. But to proſecute the An- 
ſ Wer, ſeeing there is an Inſinuation againſt the Privi- 
ledges of the Faculty, His Grace and the Honoutable 
Eſtãtes of Parliament would be pleaſed to be informed. 
That the Societie of Advocates were always conſidered 
as a Faculty, which was never before called in Queſtion, 
as appears by their conſtant exerciſe of certain Priviledges 
as a Collective Body, and being ſo denominated and 
owned by Authority, ſo that particulars need not be 
inlarged on. But whatever the power of the Faculty 
be, or however the ſame be Conſtituted, that has no influ- 
ence on the preſentQueſtion; ſeeing as it cannot be deny'd, 
ſo the Complaint acknowledges it to be a Faculty, and 
to have certain Priviledges, v:z,- To Meet for trying In- 
trants, and keeping good Order amongſt themſelves, &. 
So that the Queſtion is, whether or not this Faculty could 
Petition Her Majeſty? And it is plain they could, as 
well as any other Subjects: For the Right of Petitioning 
is a Natural Right, competent to every Subject in 
particular, and declared to be their Priviledge by the 
Claim of Right. And why a Collective Body, has not 
as good Right of Petitioning as every Individual, cannot 


be underſtood, And as this is undenyable, ſo there are 


inſtances in all Ages of Addreſſes and Petitions from So- 
cieties and Incorporations; and eſpecially of late in this 
Nation, wherein were contained, I hings not particular- 
ly relating to the reſpective Societie, but concerning the 
good of the People in General. Theſe are too Recent 
to be condeſcended on, and make it appear, that the 
Right and Priviledge 3 by — — 


9 


Parlia , 


* ( 10 ) 
Collective Bodies, is not reſtricted to the ſpecial con · 
cerns of the Society, as ſun. 

But zrio. The Faculty of Advocates has former- 
ly been in uſe to Addreſs their Majeſty's upon the 
— * Emergencies; and particularly, Addreſſed His 
ate Majeſty not many Months ago, upon the French 
Kings owning the pretended Prince of Wales, and 
were ſo far countenanced in it by His Majeſty, that 
they had the Honour of Letters from both the Secre- 
taries of State, by ſpecial Command of His Majeſty, 
Retarwing them Thanks : Which Letters were eſpecially - 
directed to Them as a Faculty: And it is hoped this 
will not be denied to be a matter of State, 

So upon the whole Matter, this Complaint expreſſing 
nothing of the Matter contained in the Addreſs, but in 
fuch General Terms as cannot be conſidered in a Cri- - 
minal Libel, and the Addreſs being _neither Narrated nor 
Produced; The whole reſolves upon the Power and 
Manner of Petitioning : As to which it is conceived, it 
is obvious the Advocates Complained upon, are free of 
any, Crime or diſorderly Procedure, they not having ex- 
ceeded the bounds allowed to any Subject or Society, 
and which was formerly practiſed by themſelves, and 
Approven by His late Majeſty. Nor can it be pretend- 
ed, that in this there was any Diſreſpect to the Parlia- 


ment: For it is certain, the Priviledge of Petitioning 


Her Majeſty by the Claim of Right, is reſtricted to no 
Time or Seaſon: Nor is there any more Illegality in 
uſing it during the Sitting, than in the Intervals of 


As to the Allegiance, That Sir Patrick Hume, and 
* others, refuſed to anſwer certain Queſtions put to them 


=_ by the Committee: 1 is Anſwered, As this Circumſtance 


ſignifies nothing to the Relevancy of the Eybel, fo it is 
hoped, it will not be conſidered as any Mark of _ 
* 5 g enuity 


. (611) 
genuity or Contumacy, but meerly the uſing the com- 
mon Priviledge and Benefit of Law allowed to all Her 
Majeſties Subjects, viz. That they are not obliged to 
Anſwer Queſtions, when challenged for a Crime, which 
is ſo natural and neceſſary a Priviledge, and competent 
to every Perſon, that it is needleſs to inſiſt any more 
upon it. 
| he ſame Anſwer is repeated for Sir owe Erskin's 
refuſing to Depone upon Exhibition of the Paper, and 
being holden as confeſt ; For as no Man is obliged to 
Anſwer Queſtions, that may infer a Crime againſt him, 
ſo neither is he obliged to exhibit Writs, that may have 
the ſame Inference: And as he is not obliged to exhi- 
bit in ſuch a Caſe, ſo he is not obliged to Depone : But 
if it had been declared, That what ſhould be Anſwered 
or Exhibited, ſhould neither militat nor infer'a Crime 
againſt the Defenders, or any 2 not have A 
refuſed to Anſwer and Depone; Which not having | 
been done, it is plain, they only made uſe of the com- 
mon Benefit of Law, the Claim of Right, and what 
From all which it evidently appears, how groundleſs 
and irrelevant this Complaint is: And it is humbly 
expected, His Grace, and the Honourable States of Par- 
liament, will not only be convinced of the Innocency 
of the Defenders, but likeways have à particular Satis- 
fcaction to know, That Perſons of their Character and 
Station, are able to vindicat and clear themſelves of any 
Umbradge taken at the faid Meeting of the Faculty; 
And therefore, will aſſoilzie them from this groundleſs 
and irrelevant Complaint and Charge. 
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The "Ws of the Secretaries of State, 
mention d in the Information for che 


Advocates, 


_ Letter by the Earl of Scafield, \ Mareſs d thus, 
For Mr. Robert Bennet Dean of the Fa⸗ 
aulty of Advocates, at Edinburg. 


Wha, hy m_—_ 1701. 


81 R. 


Did Ooncur 3 Earl of Hyndfeord, in * 4 
the Addreſs of the Faculty of Advocates, and I ing 
t His Majeſty know the Conſtitution of that Society, 
bo” the great Ron they have in the Nation: His 
Majeſty 40 receive it witha great deal of Satisfaction, and 
did Impower both my Lord Hhndfoord and me, to return 
the Society His Hearty 1 hanks, for what they have done 
upon this Occaſion; And it is very acceptable to Him, 
That almoſt all Ranks of His Majeſties Subjects, have 
expreſſed their Indignation againſt the Proceedings of 
E. French in owning the. pretended Prince of 
Wales; as King of His Maj Dominions, contrary to 
their Fundamental Laws, and the French Kings ow] 
expreſs Treaties; I did alto let His Majeſty know, That 
Lhad long the Honour and Satisfaction, to ſerve as a 
Member of your Society, and that I would think it my 
Happineſs, to be capable to do it Service ſuitably to my 
Inclinations. I deſire you will do me the Favour, to 
Communicat what I have writ to the Society, and bs : 


( 13.) 
let them know, 'That as a Member of it, I give them 
my moſt Humble Service: I know, that you did Cordial- 


ly give-your Aſſiſtance upon this Occaſion; and I am 
alſo ſenſible of the old Friendſhip chat has been betwixt 


us, therefore I am, with all Sincerity, 


SIR, : 


* . 


Tour moſt Faithful, and 
Humble Servant. Signed, 


SEAFIELD.. 


Follows the Letter bs the Earl of Hyndjoord.” 


RR 2oth, December, 170. 
S. I R, he: 


Ter Earl of Seafield and 1 3 — e Adden 
from the Faculty of Advocates to the King, 


Who; 


received it very Graciouſly, and is very well pleaſed with 
the Teſtimony of theſe Gentlemens Zeal and Affection 


for His Perſon and Government expreſt therein, and re- 
turns His Hearty Thanks for the ſame, which we, 

by His Majeſties Order, are Se en tc 
you, cha they may be acquainted - therewith. 2+ 


81 R. 


Tour mo Hamble Servant: 
Signed, 


170 Eb 
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ANSWERS 


FOR THE 


Dean and _ of Advocates, 


3 hs 1 TO 


8 The c 8 and Charge, at the In- 
| Then of Her * s Advocate, againſt 
T em. 


ER Majeſty's 888 having exhibited a Com- 
plaint before the Parliament, againſt Mr. Robert 
—— Dean of Faculty, and other Advocates therein- 
A Paper is gone abroad, —_ 5 way of In- 
| — Complaint —— 855 
Mentioning, That — = of Advocates 
*conveened upon the 11th of 2 — for Naming 
ſome of their Number to Aſſiſt in lay ing on of the 
4gtemt of the Town of h, a Faper call'd An 
We _ was 1 by Sir John Erskine, Touching 
1 Meetings of Parliaments, and for a New 
« Parli , and other Matters of State; which albeit 
< no: way proper to be treated by the Faculty of Ad- 
4 8 ot 0g. ſaid Perſons aſſuming to themſelves the 
« Name Faculty of Advocates, preſumed contrary 
Kula the i 31 47 Parl. 8 Ja. 6th. and Aci 
4 Part: 2 2d. To Treat, Reaſon and Vote upon the ſaid 
5 * of tate · And that therefore, 21 — 
e 


2. *rhey ſhould 


TIF 
6 Bo x of, e iſhed, the 
EnLuUT Uni 
* ”y Pak 
Its Anſwered: for the Defenders, rs (Davy ing always 
the whole pretended Complaint ge That 
Proceſs ought not to be fultined againſt them there- 


Beca | 
IE 41 ing charged wich an alledged 


4 Perſons bein 


1»-0. THE. Defenders bei 
Crime, the * ought to be confort 
the Solemaities required hy 5 — Nevertheleſs, there 
is no Formal Libel rais'd; nor Warrant to Execute the 
ſame, upon the Days required by Law: And to ſuſtain 
Proceſs upon ſuch a Summar and Informal Complaint, 
is againſt Form, without Precedent, and of moſt 
rous Conſequence to the Defenders, and all the Lieges. 

2do, No ſuch Lybel or Complaint was duely deli 

vered to, or executed againſt the Defenders, there be- 
no Execution thereof, | 

tio, THO” the pretended” Lybel had been duely de- 
livered or executed, yet it could never oblige the De- 
fenders to prepare Defences againſt the ſame, in ſo far 
as it is neither under a Signet, nor warranted by my Lord 
. Advocate's Subſcription, whereby the Defenders 1 might 
have been certified, That the . allegded to have 
* given by him, was the True Accuſation or Com- 

Int. | 
l 4%, ALT HO' the ſaid paper bad been duly war- 
ranted, yet no Procedure can be ſuſtained theteupon, 
unleſs the Place, where the alledged Convocation w 
had been condeſcended upon, as well as the alled 
Day, to the effect that the Defenders might have had 
the Benefit of Exculpation; in relation to Time and 
Place, as de facto the Defenders could have Exculpated, 
as to the Day mentioned in the ** 


Jo, 


3 (1e 

e, THE pretended Complaint being for the Defen- 
6 ders cheir Meeting in the Faculty, about the Concur- 
4 an args to the (hoon, Tore _— be ſu- 

tai ainſt chem upon any ſuch Charge, uſe, b 

1 RE: it is declared, Not only to 285 
Reb Right of the Subjetts to Petition the Ring, but ald, That 
l Proſecutions for ſuc) Petitioning are contrary to Lav. 
Aud this being a Defence, that is impeditivs litis, it ought 
3 to be ſuſtained to exclude all Proceſs upon the eta 
=» | plan Charge, conform to the Claim of Right. 
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